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VACCINES AND AUTISM 
Statement by Member for North West 

MR V.A. CATANIA (North West) [12.57 pm]: The National Vaccine Schedule Australia now prescribes that 
children be injected with some 36 diseases before the age of four; and 29 of these diseases are injected before the 
age of 18 months. Many parents feel that this is simply system overload for little bodies and that our vaccination 
system needs, at the very least, very close review of its current relevance. Thousands of parents worldwide report 
adverse reactions to immunisations, in particular to the measles-mumps-rubella vaccine, or MMR, which is 
routinely given at 12 months of age. Including the MMR, these 12-month-old babies are injected with a total of 
six diseases in one sitting at the recommended 12-month vaccination. In the USA, some 5 000 families have 
cases before the omnibus autism proceedings, each claiming that MMR has caused either autism or acute brain 
damage in their children. In Australia, the federal Department of Health and Ageing�s advice is simply that there 
is no scientific evidence that MMR vaccine causes autism. Documents produced by the Department of Health 
and Ageing listing side-effects from MMR are contradictory. A fact sheet dated November 2005, taken from the 
website, says that one in 3 000 children will have a febrile seizure as a result of MMR vaccine. A leaflet 
distributed to parents at the time of birth does not list seizure as a potential side effect of MMR. A federal court 
in America ruled, in the recent Bailey decision, that the MMR vaccine can cause febrile seizure, which in turn 
can directly cause a brain inflammation illness called acute disseminated encephalomyelitis, which in turn can 
and does cause autism spectrum disorder. With the potential for damages claims in the billions of dollars, it is no 
wonder that no government wants to look more closely at this issue.  
 


